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ISSA SAYS HE WON'T 


RUN FOR RE 


Nine-term Vista Republican 
in 49th District faced tough 
campaign in November 


BY JOSHUA STEWART 


After nearly two decades in office — 
and facing what was shaping up as the 
toughest re-election campaign ofhis ca- 
reer — longtime Rep. Darrell Issa an- 
nounced Wednesday that he will retire 
from the House of Representatives at the 


end ofthis term. 


The announcement signals the end of 


a chapter that began with Issa, R-Vista, 


entering Congressasabusinessman with 
plans to champion patent reform and ris- 
ing to national prominence as the chair- 
man of the House Government Over- 
sight and Reform Committee, where he 
was a dogged antagonist of the adminis- 
tration of former President Barack 


Obama. 


“Throughout my service, I worked 
hard andneverlost sight ofthe people our 


government is supposed to serve,” Issa, 
64, said in a statement Wednesday. “Yet 
with the support of my family, I have de- 
cided that I will not seek re-election in 
California’s 49th District. 

“Iam forever grateful to the people of 
San Diego, Orange and Riverside coun- 
ties for their support and affording me 
the honor of serving them all these 

SEE ISSA • A6 


Rep. Darrell 
Issa, shown in 
his Vista of- 
fice in July, 
announced 
Wednesday 
that he will 
not seek re- 
election in 
November. 
He was first 
elected in 
2000. 
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CONTRERAS U-T 


ANNOUNCEMENT 
DRAWS REACTIONS 


BD A7- After year of demonstrations, 
protesters outside Issa’s Vista office 
rejoice at his decision not to run. 

BD A7- With his role diminished since 


his heyday, Issa faced a dim future, 
writes columnist Michael Smolens. 
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SUBPOENA ISSUED 
IN REP. HUNTER 
INVESTIGATION 


Witness from district 
to appear before 
federal grand jury 


BY MORGAN COOK 


A federal grand jury is 
slated to hear evidence this 
month regarding certain 
transactions in Rep. Dun- 
can Hunter’s campaign 
treasury, which has been 
under scrutiny since the 
spring of 2016 as a result of 
frequent personal expendi- 
tures. 

Asubpoena dated Dec. 21 
was issued by the U.S. Dis- 
trict Court in San Diego toa 
business in Hunter’s con- 
gressional district. The sub- 
poena commanded the wit- 


ness to appear before a 
grand jury in downtown San 
Diego later this month. 

The Union-Tribune is 
withholding the name of the 
witness listed on the docu- 
ment, which was obtained 
from a third party on that 
condition. Federal Election 
Commission records show 
Hunter’s campaign spent 
thousands of dollars at the 
business in 2012 and 2014. 

The subpoena orders the 
business to “provide any and 
all documents, to include 
itemized and signed re- 
ceipts, event contracts, res- 
ervation/booking details, 
name(s) of guest(s) ... guest 
folios, photographs, social 
media postings and any 
form of communication as- 

SEE WATCHDOG « A9 


7-ELEVEN 
STORES IN 
17 STATES 
TARGETED 
IN RAIDS 


Immigration agents 
boost enforcement; 
21 people arrested 


BY MATT PEARCE 
& ANDREA CASTILLO 


LOS ANGELES 

Federal immigration 
agents targeted nearly 100 7- 
Eleven stores across the na- 
tion for audits and inspec- 
tions Wednesday, including 
several locations in Southern 
California, as the Trump ad- 
ministration ramps up work- 
place raids to punish employ- 
ers hiring people who are in 
the country illegally. 

A total of 21 people were 
arrested on suspicion of be- 
ing in the U.S. illegally as Im- 
migration and Customs En- 
forcement agents served in- 
spection notices at conven- 
ience stores in 17 states and 
the District of Columbia. 

Administration officials 
argue workplace raids will 
decrease illegal immigration 
by placing pressure on em- 
ployers with fines and pos- 
sible criminal charges. And 
tomakeits point Wednesday, 
the Trump administration 
drew abull’s-eye on one ofthe 
country’s most prominent 
convenience store chains, 
whose outlets are staples of 
thousands of American 
neighborhoods. 

“Today’s actions send a 
strong message to U.S. busi- 
nesses that hire and employ 
an illegal workforce: ICE will 
enforce the law, and ifyou are 
found to be breaking the law, 
you will be held account- 
able,” acting ICE Director 
Thomas Homan said in a 
statement. 

But Wednesday’s raids 
targeted workers too — send- 
ing a message that immi- 
grants inthe U.S. illegally will 
have to look over their shoul- 
ders while at their places of 
work. 

No arrests were made in 
Southern California, accord- 
ing to Immigration and Cus- 
toms Enforcement spokes- 
woman Lori Haley, who de- 
clined to provide a list of the 
stores targeted for inspec- 
tions. There were no reports 
ofraidsinthe San Diego area. 

News crews gathered out- 
side a 7-Eleven in the Korea- 
town section of Los Angeles 


AL SEIB LOS ANGELES TIMES 


Firefighter Jason Taylor checks a mud-filled home as rescue workers went door-to-door searching for 
survivors Wednesday along Olive Mill Road in Montecito. 


DEATH TOLL HITS 17 IN 


MONTECITO MUDSLIDE 


Rescuers search for victims; officials fear more bodies will be found 


BY BRITTNY MEJIA & MELISSA ETEHAD 


MONTECITO 

Teams of rescuers waded through hillsides 
blanketed by mud and debris looking for vic- 
tims of mudflows that killed at least 17 people 
as the full scope of California’s deadliest flood- 
ing event in several decades came into grim fo- 
cus. 

As firefighters dug through battered homes, 
helicopters searched from the sky for hundreds 
who were unhurt but trapped behind roads 
made impassable by downed power lines and 
waist-high muck. In the Romero Canyon area 
above Montecito, scores have been marooned 
since Tuesday morning. 

As of late Wednesday, 17 people remained 


missing. Officials fear the death toll could rise 
because firefighters have not yet been able to 
access some areas in the path of the debris 
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Number 
of people 
reported 
missing 


100 


flows. Intense rain Tuesday morning pounded 


steep terrain burned by the Thomas fire just 
weeks earlier, unearthing a wall of mud, rocks 
and debris that raced down creek beds so 


Number 
of homes 
destroyed 


quickly that residents didn’t have time to get 
out of harm’s way. Although no victims have 


been formally identified, the dead include some 


children. 


The deluge destroyed at least 100 single- 
family homes and damaged another 300 resi- 


30 


SEE SLIDE e A12 


I B SECTION - Local Coast Guard unit 


plucks five from Montecito rooftop. 


Number of 
residences 
damaged 


PARTIES 
REACH 
NEW DEAL 
ON SAN 
ONOFRE 


Utilities, advocacy 
groups must get 
approval from CPUC 


BY JEFF McDONALD 


Three-plus years after 
state regulators permitted 
Southern California Edison 
and San Diego Gas & Elec- 
tric to start charging con- 
sumers billions of dollars for 
the failure of the San Onofre 
nuclear plant, utility execu- 
tives and consumer advo- 
cates appear to have settled 
a long-running dispute over 
premature closure costs. 

In ajoint filing Wednesday 
to the California Public Util- 
ities Commission, Key parties 
alerted regulators that medi- 
ation efforts paid off. 

“The parties wish to make 
the following procedural 
communication,” Edison 
lawyer Henry Weissmann 
wrote to Judge Darcie Houck. 
“The parties have continued 
their mediated settlement 
discussions and anticipate 
serving a notice of settlement 
conference pursuant to Rule 
12.1(b) within 15 days.” 

Parties that signed off on 
the notice included Edison, 
SDG&E, The Utility Reform 
Network, the Alliance for 
Nuclear Responsibility, Citi- 
zens Oversight, and the util- 
ities commission’s Office of 
Ratepayer Advocates. 

Holding a settlement 
conference is the last step 
before announcing terms of 
a deal. The meetings allow 
other interested parties to 
weigh in ona proposal before 
it is submitted to the com- 
mission for approval. 

Similar negotiations be- 
tween Edison and TURN led 
to an agreement in 2014 that 
was approved by regulators 

SEE SAN ONOFRE « A11 


New SDSU study finds men still rule Hollywood 


In 2017, the three most popular 
movies in the U.S. and Canada — 
“Star Wars: The Last Jedi,” the live- 
action “Beauty and the Beast” and 
“Wonder Woman” — were allled by 
female characters. According to The 
New York Times, this phenomenon 


Soladies rule, right? 


they don’t. 


Not according to the numbers, 


In the new “Celluloid Ceiling” 
report from San Diego State Universi- 
ty’s Center for the Study of Women in 
Television and Film, which was re- 


has not happened in more than 35 
years. 


leased Wednesday, the number of 


for several hours after a raid, women employed in behind-the- 


stationing cameras on the KARLA Alsoin2017,thetopcomedyofthe scenesjobsin the year’s top 250 films 
sidewalk. Employees said PETERSON yearwasthe gal-palromp “Girls stands at a disheartening 18 percent. 
SEE RAIDS « A8 Columnist Trip.” And the top art-house film? Thatis a mere 1 percentage point 
Ø A8 - Local attorney That would be “Lady Bird,” a female- higher than the number of women CLAY ENOS TNS 
involved in DACA lawsuit driven coming-of-age story written employed behind the camera in 2016. Gal Gadot starred in 2017’s “Wonder Woman,” 
' and directed by Greta Gerwig. SEE PETERSON Ħ•° A5 a blockbuster film directed by Patty Jenkins. 
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